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April 15, 1989 


Dear Friends and Colleagues of Sylvia Meagher: 


This little booklet was conceived by two of Sylvia 
Meagher's closest girlfriends, Bunny Heller and Anne 
Silberling. It is their tribute to our friend and associate as 
much as mine. It was printed without charge by a man who 
never knew Sylvia, so impressed was he by her unique per- 
sonality. 

As her family wished, attendance at the Walter B. 
Cooke Funeral Home on West 72nd Street in Manhattan was 
limited to those closest to Sylvia. Two days before the ser- 
vice, her niece asked me to speak. Although I was deeply 
shaken, I somehow managed to prepare these remarks. 
Mindful that the gathering would be small, intimate and 
mainly comprised of people not involved in studying the JFK 
assassination, I nevertheless felt it imperative that one who 
had worked with Sylvia stand up at that moment and address 
her deepest concerns. 

When Bunny and Anne asked to do this booklet, I de- 
cided not to alter the style or syntax of my reading copy; the 
eulogy therefore appears here as it was originally written and 
spoken. There have been -- and will undoubtedly continue to 
be — other tributes to Sylvia Meagher, as well as more clinical 
appraisals of her work. We wanted to share this simple, very 
personal overview with those who knew her. 


Sincerejy yours, f 



Roger Bruce Feinman 
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Sylvia Meagher 

July 22, 1921 - January 14, 1989 


A Eulogy 
by 

Roger Bruce Feinman 



Love, compassion; generosity; integrity — unfailing, uncompromising in- 
tegrity; an unwillingness to abide any sort of hypocrisy; a thirst for knowledge; 
and, a fierce devotion to the discovery of truth. These were just some of the qual- 




A EULOGY FOR SYLVIA MEAGHER 




ities which imbued the life of Sylvia Meagher, a life which we celebrate, a loss 

which we cannot now fully fathom, except for the immediate painful awareness * am P^ ease d that I met some of you during those very happy days in 

that there is suddenly gone from our midst a truly remarkable woman. Sylvias life at Fire Island. All of you were always uppermost in her mind. You 

have my most sorrowful condolences in this time of your bereavement. 

Long before the term "women's liberation" came into vogue, Sylvia 




know that your gatherings gave her much comfort and pleasure during her last t0 cali her 1 inadvertently broke that rule a few times, but she forgave me. She 

years. devoted the same rapt attention to tennis. 



which was published in March 1966. 




Texas Observer, Esquire, and others. 



Thanks to Sylvia, we have this indispensable research tool. You cannot Those were heady days for Sylvia. Most of us recall the rising expectations 

study this case unless you begin with the Report and its accompanying volumes, of the Sixties. In our own way, many of us were convinced that we could change 

and you cannot deal with that material without Sylvia's index. It is that simple. t the world. 



But as the Garrison investigation continued to unfold, it gave cause 
for increasingly serious misgivings about the validity of his evidence, 
the credibility of his witnesses, and the scrupulousness of his methods. 
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This posture endeared her only to those who properly grasped the could never attack her work. But just try to count the number of hoops that they 

essence of her work. It alienated those who were eager to capitalize on her name have had t0 jump through in their >efforts t0 exp|ain> excuse Qr exonerate the 

and reputation to suit their own ends. , Warren Commission. 



Now, however, we must part company with this woman of conscience, this 
woman of passion. 
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